HINDU RULE IN THE DECCAN.

A SHORT HISTORIC SURVEY.

THE earliest Indian civilization is enshrouded for all practical purposes
in obscurity; for, we have no direct evidence as to the state of affairs
in the remote past. The Deccan is the earliest inhabited portion of
India. Pre-historic remains are scattered all over the Hyderabad State.
There are huge megalithic tombs, containing the buried remains of ancient
inhabitants. Some of them are known as cairns and cromlechs. Legend
attributes these graves to rakshasas or giants. Messrs. Hunt, Munn and
Wakefleld took great interest in excavating some of these primitive grave-
yards at Moula Ali, Ralgir and Poloncha. Dr. Hunt is of opinion that the
cairn builders were small men who buried their dead in magnificent tombs.
Mr. Yazdani, the Director of Archaeology, went to the Madras museum on
deputation, and found close resemblance between the marks on the pottery
found in the Deccan cairns and similar remains found at Adaichanallur
near Madras. The civilization that covers this period seems to go back to
the Vedic times, as it is the nearest approach thereto in point of time.

THE ARYAN IMMIGRATION.

The Deccan was not known to the Vedic Aryans. But, by the time the
two great epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, came to be written the
Aryan penetration into the Deccan had become complete. The country is
mentioned as Dandakaranya, or the forest Dandaka, in the Ramayana and
other ancient works of Sanskrit literature.

THE ANDHRA DYNASTY.

The earliest recorded historical dynasty is that of the Andhras.
Megasthenes, the Greek ambassador at the court of Chandragupta Maurya,
mentions the existence of an Andhra kingdom. It is said to have comprised
30 walled towns, besides numerous villages, and an army of 1,00,000 infantry
2,000 cavalry and 1,000 elephants.

When we pass on to the period of Asoka, the Andhras are mentioned
among the tribes resident in the outskirts of his empire, but subject to the
imperial influence. This is confirmed by the recent discovery of a rock edict
of Asoka's at Maski in the Raipur district. This edict is of great value as
being the only one that mentions Asoka by name. All the other edicts refer
to him by means of titles like " Devanam Piya " or " Piya Dasi".
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